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The Processional Way, lined by massive walls
decorated with a brilliantly glazed frieze of roaring
lions symbolizing
the goddess Ishtar,
was the thoroughfare that led to the
famous Ishtar Gate
and into the city of
Babylon. Bulls and
dragons, symbols of
the gods Adad and
Marduk respectively, covered the façade of the Ishtar Gate. The
Processional Way continued on past the royal palaces toward
the temple complex of Esagila (the Temple of Marduk) and
the Etemenanki (the ziggurat). It was along this passageway
that Daniel and his friends would have been led when they
were brought before King Nebuchadnezzar II as prisoners of
war. The original red breccia stone imported from N. Syria
and inscribed by King Nebuchadnezzar II is still in place as the
pedestrian walkway along the sides of the walls, the upper part of
which has been reconstructed. White limestone slabs, laid in the
central section of the street, are still in place. Parts of the original Processional Way and the Ishtar Gate of Babylon have been
reconstructed and
now stand in the
Vorderasiatisches
Museum in Berlin,
Germany.
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The bull of Adad, god of Thunder.
The famous Ishtar Gate, entrance to the ancient city of
Babylon was decorated by a frieze of brilliantly glazed brick.
The background was a dramatic blue while the creatures
The dragon of Marduk, chief
which decorated the gate and walls were glazed in contrasting
god of Babylon
hues of white, yellow, and red. The figures above are of those
still in situ at the
site of Babylon. These come from earlier levels of construction and were not glazed.
History repeats itself. The reconstruction of Nebuchadnezzar II’s
southern palace was ordered by
Sadam Hussen, who used bricks
stamped with his own name instead.
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The Southern Palace of Nebuchadnezzar
II. This was only one of several palaces situated in Babylon
Gateways in one of Babylon’s 53
temples
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